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COMMITTEE — 
Appointed to enquire how far the ſeveral | | 
Impreſt ACCOUNTANT S = 


Have paſſed their reſpe&tive + 


ACCOUNTS, F 


AND LE : 


7 To conſider of Methods for the more effe- 


| Qual and ſpeedy Compelling the ſaid Accountants! | . 
' to paſs their ACCOUNTS, and to obviate all Irre 
gularities and err Delays in the ſame. 1 


WITH THE 


RESOLUTIONS and ORDERS 


„ £0 © 
Houle of Commons 
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; 4: dis Aprilir, 171 I. 


DR Auditor Harley potted; from cee Con | 
6 mittee, to . it . referred, to enquire re 
boy far the feveral Impreſt Accountants have 
ee their reſpective Accounts, and to con- 
der of Methods for the more effectual and 
\ ſpeetly Compelling the faid Accountants to 
2 paſs their Accounts, and to obviate all Irre- 
gularities and unneceflary Delays in the ſame, the Matter, as it ap- 


peared to them, which they had directed him to report to the 
Houſe; And he read the ſame in his Place, and e de- 


livered the Report i in at the Table. 
Ordered, 
That the Report be taken into Conlfderation on 1 17% | 


Morning next. 


5 Martis 10. die Aprilis, 1711. | 

3 Ordered, 85 

1 the Report from the Committee, to whom it was 
teferred to enquire how far the ſeveral Impreſt Accoun- 

tints have paſſed their reſpective Accounts; and to conſider of 

Methods for the more effectual and ſpeedy compelling the ſaid 

Accountants to paſs their Accounts, and to obviate all Irregula- 

rities and unneceſſary Delays in the e be [then into n de- 

ration upon this Day ſe night. UG #3 i 


"AY 


het. Marti 17. die Aprilie, ih s 
 Optebed,” th WTI: e 6 
AT the Report From thi Cominictle” to who, 1 Ws re- 
ferred to enquire how far the ſeveral Impreſt ane 


have — their — Accounts, and to ent def of Me: 


thods 


* 
„ 


(a) 


os” bd 
thods fort the more effe&ual and ſ peedy caption it the ſaid Ac 
countants-to-paſs-their-Accounts,-and- to obviate all frregulari- 
ties and unneceſſary Delays in the ſame, be taken into * | 
tion gon this Day ſe 3 >] 


* 14 


 Martis 24. F die Hrili, 171 I. 


3 E Houſ p ede te ake into Conſideration the Report 

from the Cat 1 hom it was referfed to enquire 
hoW= far the-ſtveral Impreſt Acconntafits have*paſſed their re- 
ſpective Accounts, ang to ęonſider of Methods for the more 
effeCtual and ſpeedy Compelling the ſaid. 8 to paſs their 
Accougts, and to pbviate all Irgggularities and unneceff 8 ol 

me And the * wa read, and igas follow = iS | 


Tat Commictah finding, by the Certificate of the 8 of the Im- 
preſts, That ſeveral Perſons, chargeable with the Publick Moneys, 
were very much in Arrear with their Accounts, required a Particular 
State of the whole Charge of the ſeyeral Accountants herein after men- 
tioned}, how far wy [57 Re Accountant had actually paſs d his Ac- 
counts, aud what Accoùnts now > corn the N 3. which ap- 


pears to be as gene ge ge 8 8 855 I-11 W "d 
1723 01 ni: AEDT: A 24 Mee a "9, 

* 478 4 MY 12 i. L 

* . Bur! $i aa ben, ie 75. My ter of ft 2 2 
6.3.3 2 Ii 1133 


FRY lis 2tzprtfo o! Uns Se A l Arg 8 [3 . * 
85 ae e Code 1 YR; 66 034 
2 CHis yplyntary Charge 0151397551 13 O01 OTE 19 04; 


8 His, enen Waben 1 8 beine N 
by Accounts actually e 04 6200 ei 


7 . 


64 


By Diſallowances on his ſe ) dN 2 
1ͤÄttÜʒ . ß,, , ]⁰ .. 
084 21 5013,847 101 
Eh are to be diſcharged in 445032133 of hed ond, 13,847 10 10; 
his final Account | "Op 
By his final Account for az © > * 
Lear, ending 24th of Wo 8 
1,617,029 OF 1122 
December 1702; now be- 345 29 85 009 5 
* fore the AMT erer Sh N bn 4 


— 


ks * * 
* 7 „ 
* 17 . * 
- „ 
<< . * #4 4 _ 


| | Renaths | to be accounted for "by his Locdlhip — — 1,771 08 06. 


His Lordſhip. aud Beetpeg the Committee, That the Redfohis why his 
Accounts werè ſo far in Arrear, are; That the Auditors of the Impreſts 
diſallowed, him in his Accounts already paſſed, ſeveral great Sums of 
Money, amounting in the Whole, to upwards of Four-Millions, for want 
of regular Vouchers; That he has kenn ſoliciting to be diſcharged of 
theſz Sums by Privy-Seal, and after a ſtrict Examination of his Vouchers, a 
Privy-Sgal is echte ede him of dür 1. 104. * 4 e F 


Sums f alta owed libs wes Sg 
1530v09 «4 le ag it von micpus Q 
2M 10 b. 202 + br #19K027A 9: och: A . 01 bat | 
4 274 5 | | 
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Charge. 


Diſcharge. 


3 1 
That he is now applying to be diſcharged of the Remainder of the {iid 
Diſallowances, in the ſame manner, which as ſoon as he obtains, he will Be 
very diligent in paſſing his final Account; his Lordſhip thinking it im- 
roper to preſs the paſſing of it ſooner, becauſe the ſaid Diſallowances will 
be made a Charge on him, on his ſaid final Account, and conſequently; 
will appear à Balance due from him at the Foot thereof. Whereas he 


apprehends, there will be but a very ſinall Balance due upon it. 


The Honourable James Brydges, Eſq; the preſent Pay-Maſter. 


y received out of ie . . * 
By Money teceived out of „ _ 1 ä 
| 15,0 00 00: - 15 
eee 
| IS / 0 un al | 1 | 3 0 | — 
and Surcharge — 33,310 01 11 


(By Accounts ally paſ- 5 
[ "fed = 6 cents P * 956,789 06 o5+ 
By Accounts made up. and} CC 12 

adjuſted for Declaration? 3,850,212 15 034 © 959541281 15 00; 


4 
| By Accounts now lying be- 
& 


; "of oF 3. 
fore the Auditors . 8 412471279 by hd 


Remains to be accounted for by the ſaid Accountant 6,320,007 os 114 


The faid Pay-Maſter informeth the Committee, That the Reaſons why 


his Accounts are no farther declared, are. 
That for the Flanders Service, the Payments to Foreign Princes for Sub- 


ſidies, &c. being made Abroad, purſuant to 1 and Eſtabliſhments, 
and the Courſe of the Exchequer requiring Muſter-Rolls and Sign-Ma- 


nuals, which could not be obtained, the Accounts of thoſe Payments have 


always been paſſed by Privy-Seal; by the help whereof, his Predeceſſor 


Mr. Fox was enabled to paſs his Accounts, but that the Privy-Seal, which 


(after due Examination) was directed for his Account ending 1706, be- 
ing kept back, hath put a ſtop not only to that, but alſo to the Subſe- 
quent Accounts, which have been delivered in to the Auditors, to Chriſt- 
mas 1709, none of which can be declared, before the Preceding are 


_ paſſed. ra | 
That the Payments on his Account, ending at Chr:/tmas laſt, not being 
all made, and none of the Vouchers, as yet returned trom Abroad, the 
ſame could not be adjuſted for the Auditors ; but as ſoon as the Payments 


are perfected, and the Vouchers received, the ſame ſhall be delivered in 


1 ; 


with all convenient Speed. 


\ 


That the Account for the Spaniſh and Portugal Service, for the Year 


ending at Chriſtmas 1706, ſtops likewiſe for the Privy-Seal, which, after a 


ſtrict Examination, was long ſince directed, in regard that ſome of the 
* Vouchers taken Abroad were not according to the Courſe of the Ex- 
chequer, and his Subſequent Account, which ends at Chriſtmas 1707, 
and lies before the Auditor, cannot be declared, till that for i706 is 


aſſed. 5 
4 That the Accounts and Vouchers for the faid Years 1706 and 1707, 


did not come to the ſaid Pay-Maſter's Hands, till about January 1709, the 


ty- Pay- Maſter at Lisbon not being able ſooner to procure regular 


De | 2. 
' Diſtributions and Vouchers, by reafon of the March of the Army from 


Portugal to Madrid in 1706, and the Battle of Almanza in the beginning 
of the Year 1707, Ws THULE TED P1465 93 TY BK 
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81 By Accounts under the Ex- 
"i 

A 


(6). 

That the Accounts and Vouchets for the Year 1708, came not to his 
Hands till June laſt, and then many of them imperfeck, and moſt of the 
Regiments not having cleared their Accounts ( the ſame being now under 
the Examination of the Comptrollers of the Army) therefore the ſaid 
Account is not delivered in to the Auditors, but will be perfected as ſoon 
as thoſe Matters can be adjuſted, which he hopes will be very ſoon. 

That his Account for the Year 1709 is not ready for the Auditor, 
becauſe the Vouchers for the ſame have been but a very ſhort time in his 
Hands, many of which are imperfect; neither are the Regimental Ac- 
counts as yet adjuſted, but he expects daily to have thoſe Defects ſup- 
plied. And as for the Year ending at Chriſ mas laſt, the Payments not 
being all completed, and none of the Vouchers received from Abroad, it 

is impoſſible as 18 to make up that Year” s Account. 


Which Allegations of the ſaid Pay-Maſter the Comniittes did 


not examine, for that ney were not e by the Houſe by 


ſo to do. 


Lord Vi eu. Falkland, late Tregfure of the New. 


1 3 ca . 5 4. 
85 By Money ed at the 3 and FEE 5 

8 wiſe, between the 31ſt of — —— 1682, and og 07 II: 
2 * 16th of March 168 | 


By Accounts actually 3 


3 LE ql. Fo 1 1 
E By Accounts lying 1250 5 7 4. 7971 5 — » + a ag nor 11083 
n the Auditor, mot 0 TW, ib, FC Ionen TB 1 | 
4 % 1 6 ; O N 4 „1 Ny. , 141 
5 4 which are ready for 1 : PI 993 | 8 A 5 1 1 . 9 5 
; claration 8. — 7 5 Is yoo rr 593 DOS 


#4 k "as , ; » 


= - Remains to! be accounted works — — opa 160 os 4 


4 


Sir Thomas Liagetab Bar. late Pie of the Neg, , 5 
80 "By Money received between the 29th of May? ” 

5 1699, and the laſt of December 1709, at the Ex- 18,382,750 0 ol og; 

'S chequer, or Otherwiſe, ——= — 

By Accounts actually paſ- 

ſed, or ready for Decla- 15598 o5 034 

ration - SP 

By Accounts lying before ; 1 ae 5 

the Auditors ani 315571993 07 8 


7 


E 
18,329,562 04 04 


= 


zwi bien of the Navy- 85 6799986, 1 10 013 
By Money paid to | Robert, 1 


27 & a . : , s ; * 


4 Walpole, Bſqz by 5 421 250 or 0¹ yp, 
$+. 7 ? — r 
q ction of the Treaſury --- 2 wha 
2s f e be accanmeed for — 53,187 17 or; 


nicy Thee of, the Treaſurer of the Navy, &c. and the Reaſons 18 the 


dame were ſo far in — and Mr, Burton and Mr. Hawes attending, 
44 they 


The Canchiztee wo als to enquire into the alias of tz the 


3 * 


Os (7) 
they acquainted the Committee, that the Method wow uſed in making up 
the ſaid Treaſurer's Accounts, does very much retard the paſting thereor. 
The Committee directed the ſdid Mr. Burton and Mr. Hawes to repreſent 
the ſame in Writing, which they did accordingly, together with a Pro- 
poſal in the Paper marked (No 1.) a Copy whereof was delivered to the 
Commiſſioners of the Navy, who have made ſeveral Obſervations rhore- 
upon, which are contained in the Paper warked (No 2.) The Committee 
muſt obſerve, that tho' this is an Account of the greateſt Sums of Money, 
and of the greateſt Conſequence to the Kingdom, yet it is paſled in a 
Method quite different from any other Account, the fame being brought 
to the Auditor in Volumes, ſigned by three of the Commiſſioners of the 
Navy, without any Vouchers; which the Auditor is empowered thus to 
paſs by the Authority of a Privy-Seal. VV 


Capt. Atkinſon, aud others, Yes Copa for Tranſportatios in 


the late War. 4 


” | : ; 1 4 F 8 1 Vel. 
By Money received of ſeveral Per- 2 8 
6 2 — , 15,733 3 8. 

IBy Tallies received — —— 173,512 10 
> By the value of Debentures iſſued er 
for Iriſh Service, and Value of \ 8 


I Stores, Sc. deducted from Ma- N 1 34 


OY — 


ſters of Ships - zac: :. 
By Intereſt of Tallies, and Mo- 3 
neys received for Proviſionsf , 

ſold, and Deductions from Ma- 
ſters of Ships for Stores ſhort; 
returned —— = — 
By Value of Certificates iſſued to) 

| Maſters of Ships in 1693 and( 
1699 in order to grant De-, 
© bentures by — | 


7 
f 1 


} * , 
F © * 
ITT IN 


- - e By Account made up far Declara- FF 

29 tion, relating to the Reduction 577, 317 15 52 LEN 

2 ä of Ireland — — 726 9357807 8 4 
. : "4 1 Tm 7 - | T8 7 } a $; | | 
73 }By Accounts under the . . 

AC. tion of the Auditor — — $35%499 12 19%) | 


Remains to be accounted for —— —— — 2,839 11 5 
V4 Colt 4 255 8 5 | 


aw, ws 


Capt. Atkinſon, and others, the preſent Commiſſioners for Tran- 
OOTY MERE p00 W225 8 por tation. Wes 


BOY «0 a 4 20 if) . 3 | 2 ba | 
By Money received of ſeveral Perſons . — 120,168 16 3: 


By an Account actually paſſed for 
tranſporting "Fortes to Hol- C 14,311 9. 8: 

By a ſtated Account for Spaniſh and 6 „ 
el. Haid Service; made up ſ ; 465235 9 4 


60,546 13 114 


Diſcharge:Charge. 2 


ih N 5. Rt | IN 
Os F 4 122 £24 | (a he EN OT Bob | 


4 *44 5 
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-——— Nuttingy 


4 . Sind 3 K —_— 
2 e rad W 
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4 : — wo thigongd 


on 9 £ 
. © EY Y — * 
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— r a 1 0 
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Diſcharge: Charge. 


Abſtract of the Char 


(8) 


— Nutting, Eſq; late Treqfure for Tranſportation. 
J. . d. 


< By Money received of ſeveral Perſons — — 188, 118 16 10; 


Charles Maſon, Eſq; late Treaſuter for Tranſportation. 
4 By Money received of ſundry Perſons = — 282,813 19 7 


Thomas Micklethwaite, 8055 the preſent . for Tran- 
ſpor tation. 
„ 


© By Money received of ſeyeral-Perſons, between the Os : 
555 14th Day of Ahr. 1008, and 26th of January, — 480,209 0 115 
8 CBy Accounts lying before the Auditors. 376,442 10 95 


9 — 


Remains to be * * — — 103, 766 ON 2 


Mr. Povey, Late Tregfrer to the Commiſion zoners 22 Sick and Wounded. 


© 
80 

58 By Money reveived of foil Perſons — — 7 60 — — 
O 

3 By Money paid on the Heads of Sick and Wounded) 

55 Seamen, and Priſoners, as by Three Accounts 15 1 35476 7 04 
EC lying before the Kbditors —drmnts ers ned ne | 
= s Be EE . ; & 
A Remains to be accounted for — — — | 683 | 3 — 


Capt. Save , the preſent Treaſurer to . bee on for 
P 7 prefer and Wounded, # 


4 By Money received of ſeveral Perſons — — "NGO. 8 82 


By Money allowed him on an Ac- 

count actually paſſed —— = Ao 4 Phy 

By Accounts ii before the 1 7 1 
) : 


: — . * a ö 


F 137,549 o 65 


| Remains to be accounted for — 


gc 


I Total of the Charge on the Jeon Accountants 
14 oft Dit — — — ans) co r8g1517 1 aend Þ 
Total of 

2 the . by Acrpnnf; actually paſ-} * +887, 409 14 15 


deer " 
otal to be accented for <a yen nr = 35,302,107 18 97 


* — 


and Diſcharge. 
— | 


* 


(_ 


The Committee proceeded to enquire into. the Nature of the E Exche- 
quer Proceſs againſtsKccountants, and the Method of iſſuing the ſame. 


Ar. Stephens, Abe ipnty of the Queen's Remembrance-Office, inform- 
ed the Committee, That the e was to iſſue a Diſting as ad 


Com- 


— _ 


which was the Caſe! in any other Accounts. 


(9) 


Comput and im, then an Alias and a Plures againſt ſuch Acrdüntants, 43 
were certified to be behind in their Accounts, by the Auditors of 'the 
Impreſts, in their half-ycarly Certificates; which Proceſs was continued 
to be iſſued every ilſ:able Term, unleſs the tare was ny by War- 


rant from the Treaſury, or Orcer of the Court of Excheq: er * 


Which Proceſs, he laid, had very little Effect, for that the Sherifh] 


for the moſt part, returned no lilues: And, ſometitncs the Proceis vas 
iſſued in wrong Counties, for Want of due Information: ; there being no 
Solicitor appointed to take care of the due lfluing of Proceſs, and ot the 
due Execution thereot. 

He farther ſaid, That upon lIcoking into ſome of the Old Eatries, he 
found, that a Capi; a Comp: tandim had tormerly DCC illaed; but this 
has becn diſuſcd tor many Mears. Bo, 


Mr. Morgan, the'preſent Deputy- Remembrancer, produced the Roll of 
Proceſs againſt the ſeveral Perſons fer Inſuper in the Account of the Lord 
Coningesby aud Mr. Fox, late Pay-Maſters in Ireland; by which it appear- 
ed, That tho? Proceſs had iſlued upon the faid Inſupers for many Years, 
yet very few. or no Iſſues had been returned; ſo that a very great Sum 
ſtill remained Inſuper upon the lame, for which no Account was rendred 


—__— 


" -» 


- » . 
— *— = — 


(N> my 


A Method humbly propoſed for the better and more effe Fual Enabling 


the Treaſurer of the NAV Y, to paſs his Accounts. 
F.rſt, Fo R want of making up the Books and Liſts, wherein are con- 


tained the Payments made by the Treaſurer of the Navy, oa the 


Head of Wages, his Accounts have been kept back for ſeveral Years, and 


therefore it's humbly propoſed, That all Ships and Yards Books and Liſts 


be annually made up, or very ſoon after the Determination of the Year, 


and thereby the Treaſurer of the Navy will be enabled more expeditiouſ- 
ly to paſs his Accounts with the Auditor. 


Secondly. The Practice of paying Defalcations, 150 taking the Party's 
Reccipt for che Money paid them, and accounting with the Navy-Board, 


is very troubleſome to the Offices, and is one Means of hindring the 
Diſpatch of the Treaſurer's Accounts ; and therefore it is propoſed, That 


the Defalcations be paid in the Preſence of the Commillioner comptrol- 
ling the Pays, in like manner as is done in paying the Seamens Wages. 
Thirdly. Whereas the Pay-Maſter of the Marines pays the Defalca- 
tions, by him abated out of the Marine-Soldiers Pay, to the Treaſurer of 
the Navy, which 1s not only hazardous, but creates a great deal of Trou- 


ble and Clamour; It is therefore humbly propoled, That the ſaid Pay- 
Maſter do pay all Def4lcarions to the Parties to whom they belong, 
and account for them with the Auditor, in like manner as he does for bis 


other Payments, which will make 0 Accounts of both Offices more Re- 
gular and Safe. 

Fourthly. By Act of Parliament it is directed, That all Tickets of Sea- 
men diſcharged, be paid within one Month; the Method of doing which, 
is to aſſign the Tickets by three of the Commillioners of the Navy, and 
a Receipt is taken on the back of the Ticker, from the Party to whom 


they are paid; but were this Method altered, and the Wages due, on 


theſe Tickets, paid by Monthly aſſigned Liſts, ia the Preſence of a Com- 
miſſioner of the Navy, and theſe Liſts angually made up, and allowed 
the Treaſurer, it would diſpatch his Accounts, and greatly leſſen che 
Buſineſs of the Navy and Treaſury- Offices. 
Note, This Method of paying Tickets by aſſigned Liſts, was practiſed 
ia ike late War, and no laconvenicnce Hund thereby. 


Cc | Fiſthly, 


3 ns Ao» — A ues en : 


(40) : 
Fifthly. The Method now of paſſing the Treaſurer of the Navy's Ac- 
count, falls under theſe two principal Heads: 


J. The Exchequer and Voluntary Charge. 
II. The Bills and Wages paid by the Treaſurer of the Navy. 


CThe Exchequer Charge is ſer forth by an Impreſt-Roll, 25 

1. The Voluntary Charge is examined, adjuſted, and ſigned by the 

p Navy-Board. 

2.. The Bills paid by the Treaſurer of the Navy, are entred at large in 

. three Leidgers, and in the ſaid Leidgers, the groſs Sums allowed by the 
Navy-Board to have been paid for Wages on Ships Books, &c. are alſo 
entred. : 

One of theſe Leidgers is delivered to the Navy-Board, for their Exa- 
mination by the Books in that Office. 

And another Leidger, for the Auditor, is ſigned by the Navy-Board, and 
the Bills and Books taken up, and cancelled, and kept in the Navy-Office. 
The third Leidger is kept for the, Treaſury-Office, by which it appears, 
no Bill, with the' Parties Hands, is carried to the Auditors of the Im- 

-preſts, but only the Leidger ſigned by the Navy-Board, and that the 
Practice of eatring Bills at large, requires a great deal of Labour and 
Time, as may be ſeen by the vaſt written Volumes, containing one 
Year's Accounts, which may be ſhortned, by carrying the Vouchers to 
the Auditors. | Le | . 

And therefore, it is humbly propoſed, That all the Bills be entred in 
three Leidgers, ſetting forth only the Number, Perſons Names, Dates, 

Quality, Sum paid, to whom, and when paid, and that the Allowances 

made by the Commiſſioners of the Navy, on the Head of Wages, be 
likewiſe entred in the ſaid Leidger. 

One of which Leidgers to be delivered to the Navy-Board for their 

Examination and adjuſting the Voluntary Charge. . 

One to be carried to the Auditors of the Impreſts, with the Vouchers 
to prove the Treaſurer of the Navy's Payment, the Voluntary Charge, 
ſet forth in this Leidger to be ſigned by the Navy-Board. 

The third Leidger to remain in the Treaſurer of the Navy's Office. 


—— h —ñ— 


Nuavy-Office, 26th January 1710. 
5 6 (No 2.9 | / ; | | 
To Mr. Auditor Harley, Chair-man of the Committee of the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons, appointed to enquire how far the ſeveral 
Impreſt Accountants have paſſed their reſpeFive Accounts, and to 


conſider of Methods for the more effectual and ſpeedy Compelling 
* the ſaid Accountants to paſs their Accounts, "ag . 


1 Navy- Office, 26th Jan. 1710. 

9 ö f | 
N Obedience to the Commands received, on Wedneſday laſt, from the Com- 
mittee appointed by rhe Honourable Houſe of Commons, To enquire how 
= far the ſeveral Impreſt Accountants have paſſed their reſpective Accounts, 
= i and to conſider of Methods for the more effectual and ſpeedy compelling 
_—_ the ſaid Accountants to paſs their Accounts, and to obviate all Irregula- 
rities and unneceſſary Delays in the ſame; Me have taken into Conſider a- 
/ tion the Paper their Honours were pleaſed to put into our Hands at our At- 
tendance, entituled, A Method humbly propoſed for the better and more 
effectual enabling the Treaſurer of the Navy to paſs his Accounts, and 

do give you our Obſervations thereon, Article by Article, as fulloweth, viz. 
. | ARKTTELE 


n) 
Are I. 


« FDOR want of making up the Books and Liſts, wherein are contained 

« the Payments made by the Treaſurer of the Navy, on the Heads of 
& Wares, his Accounts have been kept back for ſeveral Years; and there- 
« fore it is humbly propoſed, That all Ships and Yards Books and Liſts 
ce he annually made up, or very ſoon after the Determination of the Year, 
ce and thereby the Treaſurer of the Navy will be enabled more expedi- 
* tiouſly to paſs his Accounts with the Auditor. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


"HE. third Article of the Treaſurer's Duty, and indeed all his Inſtru- 
ctions, ſeems to aim at the Treaſurer's framing his Leidger yearly, in 
order to the paſſing his Accounts, which, before the late happy Revolu- 
tion, and the Wars that have ſucceeded, was not difficult to do, the Ser- 
vices and Expences of the Navy being very inconſiderable at thoſe Times 
to what they have been ſince. There is likewiſe an Order of His late 
Majeſty in Council, dated the 13th of October 1699, directing, “ That the 
« Pay-Books for Wages be cloſed within the Year, before the Treaſurer 
„ tenders his Accounts to be examined and ſigned by the Commiſſioners 
« of the Navy, except in ſuch Caſes where ſufficient Reaſons ſhall appear 
to the Lord-High-Treaſurer, or Lords of the Treaſury, as to induce 
& their Lordſhips to give Directions for continuing the ſaid Books open 
&« for a longer time.” And we do not know or call to mind, that the 
Treaſurer of the Navy ever made Application to have any Books or Liſts 
made up, that were denied; if there had been any ſuch Application and 
Denial, there would, doubtleſs, have been an Appeal upon it to the Lord- 
High-Treaſurer, or Lords-Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, according to 
the aforeſaid Order and Directions given for making them up, fo far as the 
Security and Conveniency of the Service would have admitted it. 1 5 
Such Books as have conſiderable Payments made upon them, always 
have been, and we ſuppoſe, ever will be made up as the Treaſurer ſhall 
deſire it, though a thorough Payment may not have been made pon them; 
But for making vp ſuch as have but few Payments made on them (which 
often happens of late, from the Practice in Uſe, of turning over Men 
from one Ship to another, which are now, by Act of Parliament, to be 
paid as they are removed, aud from the want of Money to pay the Sea- 


men, as may appear by the vaſt Debts due to them) and drawing Tran— 


ſcripts of them, from Year to Year, one Year after another, we do not 
conceive it to be for the Service, or that the Treaſurer will ever deſire it, 
becauſe, as it would ſubject the Service to Miſtakes, Delays and Charges, 


fo it would the Treaſurer himſelf to Double and Over- Payments, for 


which he is to be anſwerable by the Sixth Article of his Duty. | 

Aud 3s for the Books of the Yards, they are always made up as deſired, 
and take up fo little Time, that we wonder they ſhould be mentioned, 
foraſmucn as no manner of Obſtruction or Delay ever did, or ever can 
ariſe to the paſſing of the Treaſurer's Accounts from thence. _ 


Aa rie II. 


6 T H E Practice of paying Defalcations, and takin 2 the Party's Receipts 
for the Money paid them, and acconnting with the Navy-Board is 
very troubleſome to the Offices, and is one Means of hiudring the Di- 


e ſparch of the Treaſurer's Accounts; and therefore it is propoſed, that 


* the Defalcations be paid in the Preſence of the Commiſſioner comptrolling 
ce the Pays, in like manner as is done in paying Seamens Wages. 


Oyrs EAR 


CC 


„ 


OBSERVATIONS. 


HIS practice is founded on the 12th and laſt Article of the In- | 


| ſtruQtions to the Treaſurer of the Navy, ſettled by an Order of the 
King in Council in the Year 1671, which is very full to the Purpoſe, run- 

ning thus, “ And for the better preventiag, for the future, the juſt Cla- 
“ mour of the poor Mariners belonging to the Cheſt at Chatham, for want 
of the ſeaſonable and full Payment ot the Money defalked out of the Pay 
of thoſe ſerving His Majeſty at ©27, as alſo the Inconveniency His Ma- 
c jeſty's Service often ſuffers in the Unhealrhfulneſs of His Seamen Abroad, 
cc 


by the Want of Cloaths, ari;ing from the like ill Payment of the farther 
cc 


10 


cc 
CC 


Treaſurer of the Navy ſhall, at the Payment of the Wages of cvery 
| Seaman, whether by Book or Ticket, actually reſerve in his Hands, 
and from thenceforth be accountable to the Cheſt, Miniſter, and Surgeon, 
for their ieveral Proportions and Shares in the 12 d. cuſtomarily de- 
falked out of the Monthly Wages of cach Seaman ſerving His Majeſty, 
and to the Slopſeller for what Moneys ſhall or ought to be ſtopt out of 
any Man's Pay upoa the Account of Cloaths, and the fame to be always 
re dy to pay the ſeveral Parties Intereſt without Delay, tcxing the Re- 


cc 
cc 
cc 


iy 
＋ 
cc 
cc 


% be allowed the ſame, in the Balance of his Accounts. 


Now in our humble Opinion, this Method is much to be preferred to 
that which is propoſed; for as it produces Vouchers more legal than the 
other, ſo it is a better Proof againſt any Pretence of Non-Payment after- 
wards. Beſides, as theſe Defalcati.ns are to be ſatisfied from what is to be 
abated from the Seamens Wages, for the Cheſt at Chatham, Greenwich- 
Hoſpital, Slop-Cloaths, Tobacco, Miniſters Groats, Surgeon's Two Pence, 

Cc. ſo they ought to be ſatisfied from time to time, as any of the Parties 
concerned ſhall call for them, and there ſhall] be Money for it; whereas, if 

they ſhould be obliged to be paid only in the Preſence of a Commiſſioner, 
the Board would be ſubjected to continual Calls from their Buſineſs, as alſo 
their Clerks to attend the ſaid Payments, which would be impoſlible to 
anſwer, without Obſtruction to the other Affairs of the Office, the poor 
People concerned would be thereby expoſed to Delays ( which, as may be 
obſerved, this Article was intended to avoid) and both the Offices to 

Clamours and Reflections. Nor would this Method contribute either to 
the quicker Diſpatch of the Treaſurer's Accounts, or to his Safety; for, as 
was obſerved at our Attendance, a whole Year's Receipts may be ex- 
amined and ſet off upon the Books in a Day or two. 

"Tis true, the Seamen are paid by Books in the Preſence of the Treaſurer 


and Comptroller, or ſome other Commiſſioner (when he is otherwiſe em- 
ployed, or Payments are carried on at ſeveral Places at one time) with 
two Clerks from this Office, keeping Counter-parts ( as well as the Com- 


ptroller ) of the Books by which the Treaſurer pays, whereby the Trea- 
ſurer's Books are examined, when they come to be made up and allowed, 
and by which Method, the Treaſurer has three Books heſides his own to 
prove his Payments, ſufficient Security, as has always been conceived, for 
his ſaid Payments. This has hitherto been the Merhod, and the Nature 
of the Buſineſs, will not admit it to be otherwiſe, but if Receipts ſhould 
be taken from every Seaman, as 1s done in the Caſe of the Defalcations, 
it would certainly be the moſt proper, as it is the moſt uſual way in all 


Accounts. 
AR TICLUE III. 
* FT 7 Kereas the Pay-Maſter of the Marines pays the Defalcations, by 


c 


ce him abated out of the Marine-Soldiers Pay, tothe Treaſurer of 


** the Navy, which is not only hazardous, but creates a great deal of 


„ Tronble 


Defalcations made out of their Pay for the Uſe of the Slopſeller; the 


ceipt of every the ſaid Parties, as the only Voucher upon which he is to 


( 13 ) 

© Trouble and Clamour; it is therefore bumbly propoſed, that the ſaid Pay» 
<- Maſter do pay all Defalcations to the Parties to whom they belong, and 
© account tor them with the Auditors, in like manner as he does for his 
© other Payments, which will make the Accounts of both Offices more Re- 
** gular and Safe. | „„ 
5 OBSERVATION 5$. 
"E HIS is a Method introduced but lately by an Order from his Royal 

J PVighneſs dated the 11th of November 1704, and we are humbly of 
Opinion, the way propoſed of paying the ſaid Defalcations by the Pay- 
Maſter of the Marines to the Parties to whom they belong, and he to. ac- 
count for them to the Auditors, as he does for his other Payments is more 
proper and regular, and will be an Eaſe to the Treaſurer, aud more conve- 


nient to the Parties concerned. 


Agric. IV. 


4D an Ac of Parliament, it is directed, That all Tickets of Seamefl 

6e diſcharged, be paid within one Month, the Method of doing which, 
<« {5 to aſſign the Tickets by three of the Commiſſioners of the Navy, and 
* a Receipt is taken on the back of the Ticket, from the Party to whom 
ce they are paid; But were this Method altered, and the Wages due on 
ce theſe Tickets paid by Monthly aſſigned Liſts, in the Preſence of a Com- 
© miſſioner of the Navy, and theſe Liſts annually made up and allowed the 
« Treaſurer, it would diſpatch his Account, and greatly leſſen the Buſineſs 
e of the Navy and Treaſury- Office. * | 
| Note. This Method of paying Tickets by aſſigned Liſts, was pra- 

ctiſed in the late War, and no Inconvenience found thereby. 


 OBsERvVartioNs. 


T H E Payment of Seamen by Tickets, when formerly in uſe, was found 
Ito be attended gven when but Three or Four thouſand Men were kept 
at Sea, with ſo many Frauds, Abuſes, and Inconveniences to the Service, 
that, in the Beginning of the Reign of King James, it was wholly laid aſide, 
and all Claims paid at the Payment of the Ships, In thoſe Times, Ships 
were alfo paid off as they came Home, or at every conſiderable Refitting; 
ſo that they were ſeldom behind above Two Years, often paid ſooner. 
And, could this Method have been kept to, the Sea-Books might have 
been yearly made up, as the Inſtructions direct; and the Treaſurer could 
have had no manner of Delay therefrom to the paſſing his Accounts, Great 
Sums of Money would likewiſe have been ſaved to the Crown by it. 
However, the Payment of Seamen, by Tickets, was continued to be kept 
out of the Navy till the late A& of Parliament in the 4th and 5th of the 
Queen, entituled, Ar Act for the Encouragement and Increaſe of Seamen, &c. 
introduced it again. This Board remembring the Abuſes and Inconve- 
niences attending the Publick, by the like Method heretofore; and con- 
udering, they muſt needs be both more and greater, when upwards of 
40090 Men are kept in Pay, than they were, when but 3 or 4000 Men were 
employ'd at Sea, they did, as ſoon as the Act came ont, (for they had no man- 
ner of Knowledge of it before, more than appear'd in the Votes) acquaint 
their Superiors with the Abuſes and Inconveniences they apprehended 
from it, and ſometimes with Proofs thereof, which the laſt Commiſſion of 
the Admiralty being ſenſible of, directed Us to put the Whole in Writing, 
intending (if poſſible) as we believe, to have it regulated; which was 
done, by a Report from this Board to their Lordſhips, of the 3d of Februa- 
ry laſt ; a Copy whereof is ready to be laid before the Committee, if requi- 
red; And that will ſufficiently ſhew, how much we have been, all along, 
againſt the Payment of Seamen by Tickets, not for the extraordinary Care 
and Trouble it gives to both Offices, the Treaſury and this, but for the 
D 


Oppor- 


1 1 
Opportunities given thereby to the various Abuſes mentioned in the ſaid 5 
Report. But whilſt this Law ſtands in Force, we humbly conceive, there 
is a neceſſity of paying the Tickets in the Method they are paid; and by 
this Method, every Man, or his lawful Attorney, (for very few come by 
the Parties themſelves, but by the Ticket- Buyers, as our aforeſaid Report 
ſets forth) gives a Receipt for what he receives, which (as was obſerv'd 
in relation to the Payment of Defalcations) is the molt legal, as well as the 
| moſt uſual Voucher to all Accounts. * SS OE 

The Payment of the ſaid Tickets by Liſts in the Preſence of a Com- 
miſſioner, avis propoſed, would likewiſe be attended with the ſame Incon- 
veniences both to the 5 75 and the Parties concerned, as were men- 
tioned before in the Caſe of the Defalcations, which, for ſaving of Time 
and Trouble to the Committee, we ſhall forbear to repeat. 

Nor can we think it for Her Majeſty's Service, or the Treaſurer's Secu- 
rity, to have ſuch Liſts made up and allowed, without ſetting off all the 
Mens Wages, and bringing every Payment to Account on the Ships Books 
reſpectively, according to the Cuſtom of the Navy in all times paſt, foraſ- 
much as he would be by that Method ſubjected much more to Double and 
Over- Payments than he was before, which he is to be anfwerable for, as we 
have already mentiphed. Beſides, no Ship's Charge in Wages would ap- 
pear ſo much together as it does now, but ſtraggling in numerous Liſts and 
Books almoſt impoſſible to trace, if the ſaid Payments ſhould not be tranſ- 
ferred and ſet off on the Pay-Books, as they, have always been. wy 
Nevertheleſs, if the Treaſurer ſhould inſiſt upon it (as we can never 
believe he will, when he comes to underſtand it thoroughly) the AR 
allow it, and our Superiors ſhall pleaſe to approve of it and direct it, the 
Navy-Board, without doubt, will be ready to comply with it. | 


AR TIC II V. i 


TI E Method now of paſſing the Treaſurers of the Navy's Accounts, 
1 „ fall under theſe two principal Heads. 


J. The Exchequer and Voluntary Charges. 3 
«© Il. The Bills and Wages paid by the Treaſurer of the Navy. 


The Exchequer Charge is ſet forth by an Impreſt Roll. | 

„ 1.4 The Voluntary Charge is examined, adjuſted, and ſigned by the 
, Bard, Sg 75 1 
4 2. The Bills paid by the Treaſurer of the Navy, are entred at large 
cin three Leidgers, and in the ſaid Leidgers the groſs Sums allowed by 
„the Navy-Board to have been paid for Wages on Ship's Books, &c. 
are alſo entred. J%CXõ;öùĩͤ STO „ 

One of theſe Leidgers is delivered to the Navy- Board for their Exa- 
“ mination by the Books in that Office. UE Coins ng 4 20 
And another Leidger, for the Auditor, is ſigned by the Navy-Board, and 
the Bills and Books taken up, and cancelled, and kept in the Navy- Office. 
The third Leidger is kept for the Treaſurer's Office. -Þ 

* By which it appears, no Bill with the Parties Hands is carried to the 
-<. Auditors of the Impreſts, but only the Leidger. ſigned by the Navy- 
Board, and that the Practice of Eutring Bills at large, requires a great 
.< deal of Labour and Time, as may be ſeen by the val written Volumes, 
containing one Yeat's Accounts, which may be ſhortned, by catrying 
the Vouchers to the Auditors. Lan a AT. canes 


1 . 


* 


And therefore, it is humbly propoſed, That all the Bills be entred in 
three Leidgers, ſetting forth only the Number, Perſons Names, Dates, 
Quality, Sam paid, to whom; and-when paid, and that'the Allowances 
made by the'Commiſſioners of the Navy, on the Head of Wages, be like- 


* ;miſe entred in the laid Leidger "<4 One 


4 * 8 
La 
One of which Leidgers to be deliver'd to the Navy-Board, for their Exami.- 
** nation, and adjuſting rhe Voluntary Charge. | 


4 af 


4 One to be carry d to the Auditors of the Impreſts, with the Vouchers, to prove 
the Treaſurer's of the Navy's Payments; the Voluntary Charge ſer forth in this 
{© Leidger, to be lign'd by the Navy-Poard. . 5 ER 


- 


« The Third Leidger to remain in the Treaſurer of the Navy's Office. 


CIRSBEVATIANG . 
*H E Method mention'd in this Article to be now obſerv'd in paſſing the Tren- 
1 ſurer of the Navy's Accounts, is the ſame that has been obſe vd tiſte out of 
mind. Iiudced, we have heard (for we find no Foot ſteps of it in the Office) that, in the 
latter end of King Cbarl s the Second's Reign, or in the beginning of the Reign of King 
James II. ſuch a Propoſition as this was made by the Fan of the Navy to His 
lajeſty in Council; namely, That for his ſhortning his Work, the Bills thould be 
enter d only by the Perſons Names, Dates, Qualities, and Sums paid, in the manner 
they are number d in the Regiſter of Courſe, that is to ſay, but one Line for every 
Bill ; Whereas, the Way is; and always has been, to enter all the particular Stores 
and Services contain d in every Bill, with the Rate and Sun of each Particular, as 
well as the Total, But the old Method, was not thobght fir to be alter d upon the 
ſaid Application, becauſe (as we have been inform'd) His Majeſty and His Council 
thought there would not appear ſo particular a Regiſter in the Exchequer, of the 
Expences of the Navy, by that ſhort Method, as by this long one in Uſe. . 
Indeed the Leidgers are wonderfully ſwell'd ſince the Revolution; for, whereas 
there uſed to be but One Volume both for this Office and the Victualling, and that 
but a moderate one, there are now Three large Volumes for each Year, Two for this, 
and One for the Victualling; ſo that if it ſhould be on fit to enter in the Lei- 
ders only the Abſtract of the Bills in the manner propos d, it would mightily ſhorten 
the Work of the Treaſurer, quicken the Diſpatch of the ſaid Leidgers, and abate the 
Charge of Clerks employ d therein: But that we muſt ſubmit to the Conſideration 
and Determination of our Superiors, being not proper Judges. of what may be beſt 
to be done i Mate, oe = ae 1 
But, whether the Old Method be continued, or the New One propos'd, introdu- 
ced, we do not conceive, that the Carrying the Leidger, and the Bills and Vouchers; 
to the Auditors of the Impreſts, inſtead of this Office, will much ſhorten the Work 
of the Treaſurer; it is altering, indeed, the Truſt from one Office to another, but it 
would very little leſſen the Work, not doubting but one Office would be as cautious 
and careful in the Examination and Pafling the faid Accounts, as the other ; though 
we cannot ſay, that thè one will have the {ante Means and Helps to do it, as the other. 
However, on all Occaſions (ſince our time) when this has been mention d before 
the Lords of the Treaſury, or Lord High- Treaſurer, (for it has been ſeveral times 
hinted at) we have made no Objection to it; and, if the Auditors ſhall think it more 
for their Satisfaction; the Treaſurer, that it will contribute more to the Diſpatch of 
his Accounts; and our Superiors ſhall judge it neceſſary to have it fo ; it will eaſt this 
' Office very mii h (and particularly the pe of the Treaſurer's Accounts) of 
the Load of Buſineſs that lies upon it. OE OO el I Tg 
Nor will there be any occaſion of ſending a Leidger to this Office, or a, Voluntary 
_ Charge, as is propoſed ; therefore, the Traiiſcribing of them may alſo be faved, inaſ- 
much as every Bill, as alſo every Book, (whether for Ships or Yards) will carry with 
it ſuch Abatements as are to be made thercon; and charged in the Front of the Trea- 
ſurer's Leidger. „% WR fig . 
So that nothing will remain for this Office to do therein, but only to ſend to the 
Auditors, at the End of every Year, an Account of the Letters that have been writ- 
ten to the Treaſurer of the Navy, to receife Money for old Stores fold at Publick 
Sales, for Stores lent; or Services dene to Merchant Ships upon Emergencies, Da- 
mages done to Men of War by Merchant Ships, or the like, for their charging the 
fame on the Front of the ſaid Leidgers; 55 e 


The Concius ion. 
Would we think of, or contrive any Thing that miglit contribute to the 5 
dit ng the Treaſurer's Accounts (more than what is mentioned be fore) 
with due e to the Security of the Crown in its Treaſute, and Accom- 
modation of the vaſt Number of People _— the ſhoutd,” according to the 
Commands of the Honourable Commwet, moſt willingly and readily 475 * 
| Account © 


keeping ſo grcat a Fleet conſtantly at Seg, amd in ſo many Foreign Parts o 


 Fions and Orders we all att. 


| (46 ) 
Account thereof; nor has any thing, that we know of, been ever wanting in us 
towards it; but we muſt confeſs, in the preſent Circumſtances of the Navy, as 


to the, Immenſeneſs of the Debts, the Increaſe of the Buſineſs and 727 „ 


World, and the making good the Loſſes, &c. nothing more occurs to us, that 


. Can with Safety and Conven.ence to the Service and People, give any more Diſ- 


ch thereto, : 

But if hereafter, by the Treaſurer's conſtant Attendance to his Duty at the 
Board, and in his particular Province, he ſhall at any time find out any means 
to facilitate his Accounts, that may be put in Execution with Safety, and with- 
out Inconvenience to the Service, we believe he will never want the Aſſiſtance 
of the Board in it; we are ſure, as long as we have the Honour to be there, 
he will not, and ſhould any Difference happen in Opinion about ſuch Matters, 


(though we cannot foreſee any, ſo long as we all mean one thing, namely, 


the Service of ow QUEEN and Country ) it is plain," what hath been 


ſaid be fore, they may be eaſily adjuſted by Appeals to che Lor - High-Treaſurer, 


er Lord- High- Admiral (or Commiſſions of thoſe Offices ) under whoſe Inſtru- 
And no Man, ſure, cgn think it reaſonable, that any Treaſurer of the Navy 
ſhould have any Trouble given him for not paſſing his Accounts, whilſt they are 


| kept open only for the A:commoaatign of the Service; or can there (in our 


humble Opinion) be any Colour ſor it, whilſt ſuch exact Aecounts are kept 
in this Office, as that at any time it may be knonn, to a Penny, what Moneys 


remain in his Hands, which is never conſiderable, the Neceſſities of the Service, 
and the Care of this Office drawing it away as faſt as he receives it, excepting 
remote Tall es ſometimes lodged in his Hands, by Orders from the Treaſury, 


until they can be made uſeful for one Head or other, of which the like Ac- 


count is le 


Saturda) Morning next. 


* 


„ and gan at any time be given. 


2 
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: 


Al which, we humbly pray, you will pleaſe to communicate to the Honourable 
Committee, from 1 e bs N 


SER ES Your moſt humble Servants, 
a ee, . Sgiſen. 
ee , "oa OS FW. D. Lyddell, 
SE LE nes Typo. Fennings, 


Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, that of the Moneys granted by Parliament, 


and iflued for the Publick Service, to Chriſtmas, 1710, there are Thirty five Millions, 


Three hundred and Two thouſand, One hundred and ſeven Pounds, Eighteen Shil- 
lings and Nine Pence, for a great Part whereof no Accounts have been laid before 


the Auditors, and the reſt not proſecuted by the Accountants, and finiſhed. 


Ordered, That the farther Conſideration of the faid Report be adjourned until 


Sabbati 28. die 4 4. od Rs = 
JH E Houſe reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the Report from the Com- 


A mittee, to whom it was referred to enquire how far the ſeveral Impreſt Ac- 
countants have paſſed their reſpective Accounts, and to conſider of Methods for the 


more effectual and ſpeedy compelling the ſaid Accountants to paſs their Accounts, and 


to obviate all Irregularities and unneceſſary Delays in the ſame. 
| Reſolved, That the not Compelling the ſeveral Accountants duly to paſs their re- 
ſpective Accounts, has been a notorious Breach of Truſt, in thoſe, that, of late Years, 
have had the Management of the Treaſuty, and an High Injuſtice to the Nation. 
Reſolved, That the ſeveral Accountants, who have neglected their Duty in paſſing 
theix Accounts, ought no longer to be entruſted with the receiving the Publick Money. 
Ordcred, That the ſaid Keport be printed, Li Sooke 


leet ——— 


Y Virtue of an Order of the Houfe of Commons, I 4o appoint Samuel 
Keble and Henry Clements te Print this Report, with the Reſolution; 


4 Orders thereupon, Ad that no other Perſon preſume to Print the ſame. 


4 e . BROMUE x Opeater, 
„ g ; Ws. I. — — — — — — — 
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